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Associate Certificate course in Environmental Management 

	Practice Exam Questions – Unit A1



These are sample exam questions designed to be used to practice learning, understanding and exam technique for the new online exam. Please note that these are both sample questions supplied by the IEMA and additional questions that Envirotrain have prepared.
A.1 
Earths Natural Systems

Question 1 

(a) Explain what is meant by the term biodiversity. [4 marks]

(b) With reference to TWO contrasting examples, explain why biodiversity is important. [8 marks]
Question 2 

(a) Describe EITHER the carbon cycle OR the nitrogen cycle. [4 marks]

(b) With reference to TWO contrasting examples, describe how human interventions impact upon natural cycles. [8 marks]

Question 3 

(a) Describe the carbon cycle. [4 marks]

(b) With reference to TWO contrasting examples, describe how human interventions impact upon the carbon cycles. [8 marks]

Question 4

Explain what is meant by “Sustainable Development”. [12 marks]
Question 5
Outline the principle way in which people have affected the Phosphorus cycle and the impact that this has had on the environment. [12 marks]
Question 6 

Outline the principle way in which people have affected the Carbon cycle and the impact that this has had on the environment. [12 marks]
Question 7 

(a) Outline the principle way in which people have affected the Nitrogen cycle and the impact that this has had on the environment. [7 marks]
(b) Identify the cause of Euthrophication. [1 mark]

(c) Describe how Euthrophication impacts the environment. [4 marks]

Question 8 

(a) Explain the importance of biodiversity. [6 marks]

(b) Describe the principle threats to biodiversity. [6 marks]
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